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Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

John checked with FEC and maybe ... I don't know exactly who he called,
but did get confirmation back that yes. It's just like when we're traveling in
state as a family. Again, our family, since 2002 when Child 1 was two
years old, we've always campaigned as a family. That is part of our image
in Indiana. I'm a conservative. | believe in family values and rather than
just saying them I'm going to live them. To me in this whole situation,
every attack in the campaign was over my family. I'm not going to
apologize for being a father and a husband first.

We always made sure that we were doing it within the rules. John called

FEC and I don't know if he called anyone else. You can ask. Maybe have
asked him. Did get counsel back that it was fine to pay for their trip with

campaign funds. The travel on the airline tickets.

Were there discussions about transportation? The campaign paying the
cost of the transportation? The vehicle rental?

Again, |1 would've needed a vehicle whether | was there by myself or with
my family. That was obviously part of the campaign.

The campaign did ultimately pay for the vehicle rental charge?

Yes.

Okay. There were no lodging expenses given you stayed with Mr. Luntz?
Correct.

| think we've walked through the various meals and tour expenses.

Yes. | did pay, when the reporter started asking questions and asked about
the campaign paying for the flights, | disagreed with our staff on that. I did
not believe that | should have paid for those flights personally because it
was a campaign trip. Just like we would make any trip in state for
campaign purposes, NRCC, trips like that, the campaign pays for. I did
pay them back out of the abundance of caution but I still don't believe that
| would've needed to do that. We did do it trying to prevent a story, which

| did not like the outcome of how that took place.

Just to clarify, earlier this year when a reporter was asking questions about
the trip ...

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

It was your staff's advice or recommendation to reimburse the campaign?
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Scott Gast:
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Rep. Stutzman:
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Scott Gast:
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Helen Eisner:

Rep. Stutzman:

Helen Eisner:

Yes.

For just the airline tickets, other expenses?

Just the airline tickets.

You did not agree with that?

| didn't think that it was necessary. Because we had gotten counsel from
the FEC. Again, it happened fairly quickly. | was in session doing my
things, trying to do my other work and take care of that as well. Josh
Kelly, who was working with the reporter, was trying to kill the story and
said if you just pay it back maybe this goes away. | said fine, whatever.
That's why | paid the campaign back. If there was a question that we had
taken care of it. It obviously didn't matter to the reporter.

At the time were there discussions of reimbursing the campaign for other
expenses it had paid?

No.

No discussion of reimbursing for the rental car?

No.

Okay.

It was a campaign trip.

Has that reimbursement actually taken place?

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

How did that happen? Did you write a check to the campaign?

| just did it direct to deposit. | just transferred it from my account.
We have that in the records.

For the record, you said yes, prior to this, to the question? I think you said
mm-hmm (affirmative). | just want to make sure for the recording ...

To what?

The question about whether or not it had been reimbursed.
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Rep. Stutzman:
Helen Eisner:
Rep. Stutzman:

Cleta Mitchell:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Helen Eisner:

Rep. Stutzman:

Helen Eisner:

Rep. Stutzman:

Helen Eisner:

It's in the record.
Okay. It's yes.
It's in the record, yes.

It has been reimbursed and you have those financial, you have that
financial transaction?

It would've been in the amount for three tickets. For Christy, and two
boys. Mine was still on the campaign.

Okay. I believe those are all the questions | have about the California trip.

| just have one other question. We talked a little bit about conversations
with potentially FEC and Ethics about airfare and accompanying family
members. To your knowledge, what other conversations did you or
members of your staff have with Ethics about any component of the trip?

You'd have to ask John Hammond that. He's our chief of staff. He's an
attorney. That's why | have him there. As we joked earlier, he's our
worrier. He makes sure that things are done appropriately. | would go
down and visit with Ethics. | don't believe I've ever made a personal visit
to FEC but John and Chris, our treasurer, are always tracking every one of
those transactions.

Okay. Did you ask Chief of Staff or Chris any questions that they should
pass along to Ethics or the FEC, to direct them to ask any questions?

Yeah, | mean, | had, this is my mode of operation is to always be sure that
it is, if we have a question internally in our office then we need to ask the
appropriate agency what is the answer. I'm guessing again, from this
email, Brendon Del Toro had questions about it. I don't know why if he
was not, there was issues within the campaign. I don't know why in
September he's all of a sudden asking about all of this. Because he was
there. We hired him in May. Maybe even before that. | don't remember his
exact hiring date. Why he's asking all of a sudden, I don't know why.

John Hammond, again, every time we make a flight purchase or a
reimbursement, we have a process that it goes through to be sure that it's
reimbursed or taken care of appropriately.

Then specifically regarding the stay at Mr. Luntz's house, what
conversations are you aware of either that you had or Chief of Staff or
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Rep. Stutzman:

Helen Eisner:

Rep. Stutzman:

Helen Eisner:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Cleta Mitchell:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

anyone else on your staff? With Ethics, with the FEC, about that particular
stay?

He's a friend. We stay with friends in Indiana all the time. He's not a
lobbyist. | don't know if I asked John to specifically look. He may have.
John 's very thorough and he's very careful. He may have done that. My
directive generally is if you don't know the answer let's be sure we find
out.

Okay, so nothing specifically?

Not that I recall. Again, this entire trip, knowing that it's a unique trip, we
wanted to run all the traps to be sure we had it done correctly.

Sure.

What do you mean by unique trip?

Well it's not a trip to Indianapolis. It's not a trip to Gary, Indiana to
campaign. There's more involved to it. It's a fundraising trip. There's a lot
of, it's a trip to California. From Indiana, that's not, it's different than our

normal trips.

| did want to ask you about one other reference in that email chain that
you have in front of you.

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

On the second page, the third email down, Campaign Manager says to
Chief of Staff, “I still need the money from the flight for the boys,” and
when talking to Campaign Manager and Chief of Staff, they indicated that
a decision had been made in September that you would pay the cost of the
flight for the boys.

I did not understand John to say that yesterday.

Okay. Let me ask that. Had there been a decision in September to pay the
campaign back for the cost of the airfare for the boys?

They're had not been a final decision made. Again, you could see there
was a question about that.

Okay.

Brendon felt one way. | felt a different way. John felt a different way,
from his conversations, and Chris weighed in too. There was
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Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Helen Eisner:

Rep. Stutzman:

Helen Eisner:

conversations about specifically what, should there be a reimbursement or
not. The tickets were obviously purchased on a campaign card back in
July I believe. Or whenever they were made prior to the trip. Those
purchases were done then with the understanding that this, it was okay to
purchase them on the campaign.

What prompted a discussion of this in September or thereabouts?

| don't know. We'd have to go back and look through the email again. |
don't know if there's ... probably the invoice that came over from Edgerton
Travel. That probably showed up because that was a hard copy | believe
by mail. Maybe by email. | don't know how that came. That's probably
what it was. An invoice just came in.

Who did you discuss that with?

What's that?

The question of whether the airfare for the boys should be paid for with
personal funds or campaign funds?

Well, John Hammond would've dealt with all that, and Chris Martson
probably at some point.

Who expressed to you their view that it should be paid for with personal
funds?

| don't recall who would've ... from this email it looks like Brendon Del
Toro was the one that had the most concern about it. | don't know when he
would've first brought it up outside of these emails.

Had there been a decision made at that point about what to do with the
boys' airfare?

In this email?

In September at the time of this email? Prompted by Campaign Manager 's
note that he needs the money for the flight from the boys.

It looks like Chris Martson, you said earlier that | was copied on this.
On the final page.
Oh, when it says FYI. From John Hammond.

September 21st.
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Rep. Stutzman:

Cleta Mitchell:
Rep. Stutzman:

Cleta Mitchell:

Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:

Cleta Mitchell:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

It looks like that was the end of the conversation so it looks like the last
email that had any information in it, Chris Martson answered the question.

Read that again. It's talking about tickets.
Yes.

It's not talking about airfare. Let's be sure since the record does not have
this text let's make certain that there's nothing in this from Chris Martson
that has anything to do with airfare.

That's right.
This has to do with meals, tickets, sporting events, concerts, theater.

It is also not clear from this email from Chris Martson that he's aware that
there were constituents involved with the tour or the dinner. It does not
appear to me that that is clear from any of this communication. A fact like
that can change an interpretation of an FEC regulation. Nonetheless, the
Congressman paid personally for the dinner and for the two tickets.
There's nothing in here other than Brendon's comment about the airfare for
the boys. Frankly, | did not understand John to testify that that was the big
item of discussion in September. Other than concerns about
communication problems within the campaign.

Hence the questions. I think you indicated there had been some discussion
around this time about who should pay for the boys' airfare, is that
correct?

In this email there is. Not with me.

You don't recall any discussion ...

Outside of this email? Yes. | can't give you an affirmative answer, | don't
know. I don't know if they called me. The only thing that John Hammond
did was just pass it along to me and said for your information. I didn't
reply to the email. I don't know if I called. I don't know. I don't even
remember seeing this email.

Okay. Just to clarify, I think it's clear there was a discussion at the time the
tickets were purchased how they should be paid for.

Back in July or whenever, prior to the trip.
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Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Cleta Mitchell:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Cleta Mitchell:

Then there was another discussion, earlier this year, in April this year,
when a reporter was asking questions about the trip.

Yep.

Campaign Manager 's email, “I still need the money from the flight for the
boys,” suggests that there may have been a discussion near this time,
September of 2015 about whether the initial decision to pay for the boys'
airfare with campaign funds should be revisited.

That seems right.
Do you recall that?

That probably was, you have the check written to Edgerton Travel. | don't
know what the date is on that check. | don't know if you do.

| don't know but it seems that the invoice at least came in around this time
because it was included on this email.

Which probably prompted the conversation. The plane tickets came up but
again, it was in this email. It looks like Chris Martson answered the
question related to ...

Which appears to relate to a different invoice.
To the invoice?
Yes.

Yes. Because John Hammond writes to Brendon Del Toro in this email
“How is this at all ...” okay Brendon writes, “How is this at all a campaign
expense? Taking the family to the Reagan Library.” Then John writes
back, “He had me ask,” so there's that answer. “He had me ask.” | didn't
know anything, and I'm understanding him to say asking Ethics or FEC or
whatever agency he asked. | didn't know anything about it until | received
the invoice in the email. “If Chris says we cannot do it, he will pay.” Yes
there had to be a conversation about this time because John probably
talked to me about the situation, then saying back to Chris, he will pay.

Let's not confuse the issue. We're talking about two different things. They
are asking you, block that out. Okay? Can we do that? Block this part out.
Was there airline tickets, can you recall, if you can't, you can't. Can you
recall the sequence, what was talked about when the tickets were
purchased? Was there a subsequent conversation in September or any time
coming back to you and saying , “Oh, you need to pay for the airfare?”
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Rep. Stutzman:
Cleta Mitchell:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Cleta Mitchell:

Scott Gast:

Cleta Mitchell:

Scott Gast:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

No, it's not.
You don't remember anything coming back to you about the airfare?

Correct. The only conversations | remember about the airfare were prior to
the purchase of the flights. Again, | typically don't act without knowing
that we've got the right answer. That's why we purchased the tickets with
the campaign. Through the campaign.

Okay. Let me just ask you this to make sure it's clear on the record. There
was no decision made prior to April 2016 to reimburse the campaign with
personal funds for the cost of the boys' airfare? Is that correct?

That's correct.

Okay.

The decision was made to reimburse in April of 2016.

Okay. Unless there are ... | want to move on to a couple other topics and
this is ...

You want to take a break?

This is a great time for a break.

We can do that and then we'll come back.
I'll stop the recording.

[BREAK]

For the record, we're back with Scott Gast, Helen Eisner, Julie Weltman
from the OCE, here with Congressman Stutzman and Cleta Mitchell.

One of the other things that | want to go back to the California trip that
developed out of that, we ... | was frustrated with our media consultant,
some of the product at that time. We were also looking to develop any
relationship from somebody out in Hollywood that may do some
campaign work and I don't know the name of the company but it's in the
records. There's a check written to a company, but it was Wileen Charles
who came to Indiana, along with Warren Harvey, and they shot political
footage for us, and that developed out of that trip over to Universal
Studios. That's where we met them, developed the relationship and then
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Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:
Cleta Mitchell:
Rep. Stutzman:

Cleta Mitchell:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

they eventually came to Indiana and that was all through Christy’s
contacts.

Can you tell me the name of the person that you —

Wileen Charles and Rick ... No, Harvey Warren.

You know what? | had forgotten about that but there is a —
There's a check.

| did provide some documents, they're kind of random, but I will look and
pull those out for you, too.

Okay, good.

There were checks made to them. | want to say roughly in the amount of
three thousand one time and another two or three thousand another time
for their work. They flew to Indiana and shot footage for the campaign.
You met them for the first time at Universal Studios?

Correct.

How did that introduction happen?

Through Brad Krevoy and Bill Abbott.

Okay. Do they work with those folks at the Hallmark Channel?

They do.

Okay.

Actually, another thing we did, there was that one morning that was open,
we went back to Universal Studios for a ... There was a filming of the
show and they invited us back because | missed that part and Christy
missed that part the first day we were there. Actually, the second day we
were there when Christy went over to Universal and we had that open
morning, and we went over and watched a filming of the ... Whatever
episode it was, it's Home and Family, I think is the name of it, on
Hallmark.

Okay.

We actually got to see a live taping of it.
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Scott Gast:
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Scott Gast:
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Scott Gast:
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Scott Gast:

You believe that was —

It's not on the calendar —

Right.

Because it was a last minute ... Again, | don't ... It may have even been ... |
know we went back for the shooting of that and | don't know when. It may
have even been in the afternoon. As far as looking at the calendar, I'm just
... Il know that we did go back a second time to Universal so we could see
an actual taping of the show. That's where we met Wileen Charles and she
then eventually came out in the fall to shoot footage, | believe in October
or November.

Okay. What was that footage used for?

Campaign.

For some ads?

Yeah, yeah, yeah. For social media ads.

Okay. You believe that filming could've happened later in the afternoon
on that Thursday, potentially Friday?

Yeah. We were ... Christy went over on Thursday?

Yes.

Yes, and then she missed the filming and so we had to go back. I believe it
was because that Pete Wilson meeting was a phone call and so we went
back over there before | went to Dale Dykema meeting.

Okay.

| do remember that we had to go back.

Okay.

| know, yeah, we went back to see it and then that's where we met Wileen.

All right. Unless you want to add anything further on the California trip,
we can move on to another topic.
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Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Helen Eisner:

Rep. Stutzman:

Cleta Mitchell:
Rep. Stutzman:
Cleta Mitchell:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

| believe that's it. | guess one thing | would just clarify, again on this email
that you referenced between John, Brendon, and Chris, Brendon never
expressed to me about the need. He said, "I still need the money from the
flight for the boys.™" That was all going to John and Brendon. Generally,
John would relay the message to me, so | don't recall a direct conversation
with Brendon about that.

Okay. Do you recall any conversations with Mr. Marston?
No.
Okay.

Again, generally John does that or it's done by email. | generally don't
communicate directly with the treasurer.

After the email was forwarded to you, I think it was September 21st if I'm
getting that correct, a few days after the original email chain, what
conversations did you have with Chief of Staff then?

They would have more than likely happened in the office. He may have
said, "Hey, there's a couple of things that we're still taking care of."
Generally, I'm not a micromanager to where | need to know every detail.
John handles those things, Brendon was handling those things, so more
than likely John and I had that conversation. Also, we did get a ... What do
you call it? A notice from the FEC regarding the trip. We asked about it
and they sent over, | believe ... Is that right?

It was that advisory opinion to John, was sent to John.

Yeah. Did we produce that? | don't know if that's ...

| think they have that.

Yes.

Yeah, we do have that.

Yes. | never saw that but | know John was the one that took care of that.
Just to kind of close the loop on that, was it a conversation with Chief of
Staff when you relayed the decision that you would pay the invoice from

Edgerton Travel personally?

Say that again, I'm sorry.
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Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Helen Eisner:

Rep. Stutzman:

Cleta Mitchell:

Rep. Stutzman:

There was this conversation in the email chain about whether the
campaign would pay for it. Campaign Manager, Mr. Marston, having the
facts that they had, said no. Was that relayed to you through Chief of
Staff?

Yes. Yes, more than likely.

Did you then relay to him the decision that you would pay for that invoice
personally?

Yes.

Okay.

Yeah, more than likely.

Do you recall any discussion about that? Did you discuss whether ...

It was in September, we would've been in session. Every time | come into
the office, John has a variety of things that we run through and it was
probably in a conversation like that.

Okay.

Any conversation with Campaign Manager would've been relayed through
Chief of Staff?

I do not recall a direct conversation with Brendon around this time of the
trip. Why Brendon ... This is the first time I ... Even though this message
was forwarded to me, 1 did not go back and look through it, like I do with
a lot of other emails. Usually, we talk about it in the office. If John
believes it's something that | have to take care of he will make sure that |
specifically see the email. He sent it to me but we talked about it. Why
Brendon did not know about more details of the trip, | don't know. Again,
we had a communication problem within the campaign, which played
itself out in October.

| have found this one document which is the Wileen Charles invoice and it
is our document number MS-1.2.MS00023. That is the invoice for the
shooting of the video in the ... | guess what you're saying is it was a result
of a meeting that you had during the California trip.

California trip, yeah. Through Christy, that was another Christy contact.
Christy was very involved in our messaging and so she was always ... We
were trying to make sure that we had sharp, crisp video footage and we
developed that relationship with Wileen and Warren through the
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Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:

Cleta Mitchell:

Rep. Stutzman:

California trip, and then they eventually came to Indiana to shoot the
footage.

Okay. I want to talk to you about mileage reimbursements and just get a
sense of how that process works in your operation. I think it makes sense
to start with mileage reimbursements out of the MRA and then talk about
the campaign separately. When you are traveling to official events and
intending to seek reimbursement from the MRA for mileage, how do you
typically travel? What vehicle do you use? Is it a personal vehicle, is it a
different vehicle, is it a staff member's vehicle?

All vehicles from June of 2015 are personal vehicles now. Prior to June of
2015, we had a campaign vehicle.

Okay.

When we had a campaign vehicle, and again, we received ... We asked
Administration or Ethics, specifically, how do we handle official travel?
Because a lot of times you're going to go do an official event and then
you're going to go do a campaign event. Since we could not use an official
vehicle to go to campaign-related events, the campaign purchased a
vehicle. Then we didn't have to ... The campaign absorbed all the cost and
then we could do campaign and official from that vehicle and then the
taxpayer wouldn't be paying for the vehicle. It was all campaign-related.
We generally used that vehicle. From time to time there would be travel,
like I said, we have a home here as well as back in the district, so from
time to time, I'll drive. There's times when the family is with me driving
back and forth, so that mileage is, it's a standard ... | think we got the
mileage off of MapQuest, specifically. It's always the same, | think it's a
588 or something like that sort of number on the MRA reimbursements.
We just always use the same one, no matter what the route is, that's the
shortest route.

Okay.
On a trip like that, I will send an email ...

Wait, let's stop. Are you finished talking about the campaign vehicle
versus the personal? Why don't you finish that part?

Oh, yeah. I'm sorry. The campaign vehicle, | was advised by Brooks
Kochvar and Brendon Del Toro to sell the campaign vehicle, buy a
personal vehicle that would then be reimbursed by the campaign and we
could be reimbursed for official travel, which was very small. There was
very little official reimbursement over the last year compared to the
campaign because most of it was campaign-related.
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Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Okay.

Now all vehicles are personally owned by Christy and 1.
Okay. Talking aboult...

Or leased.

Taking about the campaign vehicle, prior to June 2015, you had
mentioned you checked with Ethics and that I think got lost. What did you
check with them about and what was the response?

To be sure that we could purchase the vehicle through the campaign and
use it to go to official events. Because sometimes you ... We wanted to be
sure that we weren't subsidizing the official office through the campaign.
They came back and told us that if you have an official vehicle, you can't
go to a campaign stop, from what I recall, what | understand. Without,
yeah. If you had a campaign vehicle, you could go to official stops but you
could not receive any reimbursement. If you look at our records, you won't
see any reimbursement for official mileage through the campaign, up until
... Excuse me, up until June, the end of May 2015.

Okay.

After May, that's when all vehicles were owned personally, or leased, by
Christy and 1.

Then just to finish up the pre-June 2015, when you would travel for
campaign purposes, would you seek mileage reimbursement for the use of
the campaign car?

Okay, say that again.

| just want to make sure that when you were traveling with the campaign
car for campaign events, did you seek reimbursement for the mileage?

That would be illegal.

Okay. Now, post-June 2015, how did that process work for the MRA, first
of all?

Again, they're all personal vehicles now, post-June of 2015, and we have
folders in the Yukon, which is the newest vehicle that we lease, and that's
the one that we generally use on the campaign and for any official travel in
the district. Brian Prisock is our driver, typically drives and we have a
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Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

folder in the vehicle that everything is logged. I think we submitted those
to you and you can see what's campaign and what's official. Our standard
of practice is if we are driving from Howe to an official event, that is
categorized as official travel from that point, from B to C. If it's a
campaign related event, then it is recorded in the campaign ledger. Then at
the end of two weeks or a month, Bryan turns those in to the appropriate
side and then John Hammond and Mary Wells in our office look at them,
just double check and be sure that we have them recorded appropriately.

Okay.

That's in the Yukon. The Yukon, | don't believe, is ever travel to DC. |
never brought it out to DC. It's always been either my car which I keep out
here, so that's only been one trip out here and then our Lexus which is my
wife's vehicle generally. I'll use that from time to time, back and forth on
breaks and things like that.

Okay. It appears on many occasions you drive between DC and the
District, rather than fly?

No. | probably, it's all in the records. You can see | fly a lot. It's a nine
hour drive. It's not that far. | have dogs and so | don't generally take them
on the plane with me.

Sure. Did your official office at any point have a car?

No.

Okay.

No.

Just for the record, have you at any time submitted any requests for
reimbursement for mileage, either from the MRA or the campaign, for
mileage that you did not travel?

That would be illegal.

Is that a no?

That's a no.

Have you ever submitted mileage that was excessive over the actual
mileage driven?

That would be illegal. That would be a no.
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Okay.

Again, we're very strict on what is reimbursed and if anything, we are err
on the side of caution. If we travel from DC, the one trip, the one time |
traveled home from DC and | stopped, it was last October and | stopped
around the Pennsylvania area to look at some family cemeteries and none
of that mileage was recorded. It is strictly the travel from DC. That's why
we use the MapQuest number, so that if we're getting off and doing
anything different, then I'm not recording that as mileage to be
reimbursed.

Okay.
| don't believe those should be reimbursed. Those are personal miles.

That's all I have on that subject. | want to talk about an incident during
your Senate campaign where you were using private aircraft. This was in
March of this year. Do you recall that circumstance?

Yes.
What necessitated the use of private aircraft?

We double booked. There was an event in Indianapolis and there was an
event in Lake County which is in the far northwestern part of the state. It's
about a two and a half hour drive, but I had an event in Indianapolis in the
morning. | had another event at the same time up in Lake County. We
pulled one back, pushed one forward, but then | had another evening event
in Indianapolis that night. After the fundraiser in the morning of March the
19th, I flew up to Lake County and did that event up there and the flew
right back to Indianapolis to do the event in Indianapolis. It was just not
possible to drive it and that was the only flight that we ever took, that |
ever took. There was questions about how to reimburse that, when to do it
and also how to do it and that was what we had to deal with as well.

Let me ask the event in the morning, you said it was a fundraiser.
Correct.

That was a fundraising event for your Senate campaign?

Yes.

What was the event in Lake County?
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Another fundraiser.
Then what was the event in the evening in Indianapolis?

It was Child 1 Manning's fundraiser for a Riley Hospital and | was a guest
of some of our supporters there.

That was a charitable event?

Correct.

Okay.

Did you consider that a political event?

Yeah. Our host took us because they wanted to introduce us to voters and
it was in Indianapolis.

Okay. Who was on board the flight each way?

The pilot, Mike Speedy, and myself and Adam Johnson, a campaign
staffer.

That was the same to and from?

Correct.

How do you know Mr. Speedy?

He's a state representative in Indiana, just become a friend over time.

Did you reach out to him to ask if you could use the plane or how did that
come about?

Josh Kelly arranged, the campaign manager at that point, arranged the
logistics and travel for that trip.

Okay.

We had checked also with Miller Aviation, which is another charter
service, and they gave us a quote and Mike Speedy gave us a quote as
well. Mike Speedy wanted to in-kind the flight, which they worked
through. Again, | don't know all of the details. He was running into an
FAA problem about how reimbursements take place. | don't know if
you're familiar with that.

Page 43 of 56



O©CoO~NO O WDN PP

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:
Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:
Cleta Mitchell:
Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:
Rep. Stutzman:

Scott Gast:

A little bit, yes.

Yeah, so he didn't want to lose his license on the way he billed us. I've
heard this has taken place on other instances as well. We read that the FEC
has certain rules on how reimbursement is to take place. It took some time
for us to develop how to handle that. Josh Kelly was the one who
primarily handled that and Chris Marston and John Hammond as well.
Okay. Do you know the total cost of the flight, the round trip flight?
There's an invoice. | think we submitted that to you.

Do you know whether he paid the entire price, the entire cost of the flight
or some portion of it?

You should have that in the records as well.

Okay.

| believe that was submitted.

Yes, it was. | mis-numbered it, but it was submitted.

Do you know whether that invoice has been paid?

Yes. You should have a record of it. I don't know if you have the record,
but it should have been. | saw an email regarding it and | believe Chris

Marston said that he was paying it.

Do you know how it was paid? Was it ultimately paid directly by the
campaign? Was it an in-kind contribution?

It was directly paid. Again, they were trying to do an in-kind contribution.
There were reporters calling and asking questions about it and | don't
recall the exact timeline, but I believe that the decision was made just to
pay a check directly so that way, for one, | believe we had a 30-day
window to pay for the flight and we wanted to pay for it in that 30-day
window. I've been told by staff that there is a 7-day window and there's
also a 30-day window. I don't know what the exact answer is, but | was
leaving that up our staff to handle.

Do you know whether it was paid in the 30 day window?
| don't know.

Do you know if there was any delay?
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You should have that in your records.

Was there anything brought to your attention about, we haven't received
an invoice, or there was some delay?

| first heard about the delay because, and then | found out that Mr. Speedy
was, again, dealing with a difference of rules between the FAA and the
FEC and so he was wanting to make sure that he invoiced us appropriately
and legally and then we paid him as soon as we got the, as far as | know,
we paid it as soon as we got the invoice from him.

Was it your understanding that when the arrangements were initially
made, was there a discussion about how the campaign was going to pay
for it, whether this would be an in-kind?

In -kind. 1 understood this was going to be an in-kind contribution up to
the limits, whatever limits that Mr. Speedy could contribute to the
campaign through an in-kind contribution.

Okay. Have you seen the invoice?

| believe | did.

| have a copy of it here if we need to look at it, but it seems to be split in a
way.

Yeah.

Are you familiar with how it was split? Do you know why that split
occurred?

For FAA purposes.
That was for FAA purposes?
That was my understanding.

Okay. I don't believe the report, the FEC report, where this would be
reflected has been filed yet. Do you know if that's going to appear?

Well, it should. 1 don't know why it would not. Let me think here.

Do you remember the day on the invoice? It would have been in April
sometime.
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It would have been in second quarter so that it would come out in July.
Okay. You fully intend to have that reflected on the FEC report | assume?
Yes.

Okay.

The flight took place March 19th, which would have been in the first
quarter, and if there's a 30 -day window, which we did it in a 30-day
window, that would be reflected in the second quarter.

Okay. I think you mentioned that was the only time you had used a private
plane on your campaign. Is that true for both your Senate campaign and
your prior Congressional campaigns?

| know there was another flight that | took. | was to be at an event in the
southern part of the district in Jade County and my flight from here was
cancelled and so | flew to Columbus and then we had a flight to Jade
County to be there for the event. That was probably three or four years
ago.

The flight from Columbus to the district, how did you...?

I don't know how. That was handled by John Hammond. I'm telling you,
you asked me if there were any other flights and | know that there was
another one.

Was that on a private aircraft or was that on a charter service?

Charter service.

Charter service.

Yeah.

Okay. Any other instances?

Not that I recall right off.

Okay. Those are all the questions | have on the aircraft issue. | have one
final area to talk to you about, which you had mentioned, your campaign's

employment of Gabe Rivera. Mr. Rivera s ...

That's not, for the record, that was not the Senate campaign.
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Correct.
That is just the Congressional campaign prior to the Senate race.

Can you tell us the rough time period in which he was employed by the
campaign?

In 2010, after the 2010 primary, my predecessor resigned and | had just
run for the U.S. Senate seat in that primary and lost. Then we had a caucus
in June and | hired Gabe, I believe, in August. We started conversations in
July right after the caucus when | was selected to be the Republican
nominee. | hired Gabe, | started talking to Gabe in July and I think we
officially hired him August 1st and then he worked within a period of four
years, August to the end of 2010, he worked '11 and '12 and part of '13.

Okay. Mr. Rivera is your brother-in-law?

He is, yes. He is my brother-in-law. He would be Christy's sister's
husband.

Spouse 's sister's husband.
Yes.

Okay. How did it come about that you reached out to him or he reached
out to you?

We had a fundraiser that was working for us in the 2010 Senate campaign
and she, after the campaign was over, she left and | needed a new
fundraiser. | decided | wanted Gabe to come in. He's very organized. He's
a person I trust and I didn't have any, other than a person that I've used
prior, | didn't have any other relationships with fundraisers. There's not a
lot of fundraisers in Indiana and | knew that Gabe would be a good person
to talk to. I spoke to him and explained to him what the job description
would be. He did some campaign seminars through the Republican, I think
it's through the NRCC maybe, and he did a great job.

What had he been doing immediately prior?

| believe he was working at a Toyota dealership.
As a salesperson?

Yes.

Who's idea was it to explore Mr. Rivera as a possibility?
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It was mine.
Was there anything that prompted that?

| needed a fundraiser and | wanted somebody I could trust and Gabe had a
sales background. He worked for a not-for-profit and did some fundraising
with them. He was just the person that came to mind.

Did other individuals ... were they interviewed? Were they considered?
Did you have other candidates?

Let’s see. | don't recall. It was a fast moving campaign because of
everything that was happening with the resignation of my predecessor. But
again, | saw ... and we checked there was no impropriety. My
predecessor's son-in-law was actually his campaign treasurer and
fundraiser. So | had seen precedent of that before. It wasn't an issue with
us. We did check to make sure everything was done appropriately but we
had seen other candidates do the same thing.

Who did you check with?

| believe John checked with ... No it would not have been John, because
John was not the chief of staff. It would have been the FEC.

Would that have been at this time a campaign manager versus the chief of
staff?

Yeah.
Who was your campaign manager at the time?

For the 2010 Congressional race? Is that what you're asking? So what
would that have been, June through November?

Yeah.

| believe it was Rob Green. Yeah it was Rob. Rob had worked on our
Senate race and then left and then came back and worked on our
congressional campaign. Because then Rob then came out, and worked in
official office here in D.C.

Okay and you said that he checked with the FEC?

I mean | don't have any document or anything like that but we did double
check. And like I said, I knew from my predecessor, who | had worked
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for, his campaign treasurer was his son-in-law. But | know that we
checked because there was a question, what would happen, what would
Gabe's employment be after the campaign. As we talked about whether it
be an opportunity in the official office. If that would have been a nepotism
violation so Gabe was not eligible to work in the official office. So | know
we got that information at some point. I'm assuming Rob Green checked
that out with the FEC.

You mentioned that he had had fundraising experience for a non-profit?
Mm-hmm (affirmative).

Could you explain what that experience was?

That was a small Christian ministry in South Carolina that he worked for.
And what did he do for that entity?

In a small Christian ministry you do a lot of things.

Was he specifically tasked with fundraising?

No. | don't believe, that was not a specific task. But it was one of the
broader tasks.

Okay. Any other fundraising experience - either political campaign or
non-profit?

| don't believe so. But his sales background is what really prompted me to
be interested. Because if you can sell cars, you can sell a politician. In a
sense of asking for campaign contributions. It was also that he was a very
detailed, and he performed very well. He did events. He is a very detailed
person. He had great relationships with donors. He developed
relationships with donors. He did a great job.

And his title...?

You know, | would say this too. The reporter in that article, says that ...
Maybe it was in a conversation that | had with the reporter. But he said
somewhere that the fundraising went up after Mr. Rivera was gone from
the campaign. Well there was also a change in my committee assignments
as well. And | went from Ag, Budget, and Veteran Affairs to Financial
Services which that generally ... their PACs give more to an A committee
candidate, than they do to a B, C committee candidate. So again the
reporter is showing his lack of understanding of how some things work as
far as committee assignments and fundraising and things like that. So our
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fundraising went up; but that was after ... But also there was a change in
my committee assignments which affected that as well.

When was that change? Was that in 2014? The change in committee
assignments?

It was the beginning of 2013.

What was his title when he was hired?

He was Campaign Fundraiser, Finance Director, | mean we were not big
on titles officially. He was the Finance Director, if | remember his
business card the last time | saw. But he was also event coordinator as
well, he had a variety of tasks.

And generally what were his responsibilities?

Fundraising, event coordinating, relationship building. That's generally
what a fundraiser does.

And at any point during his time with your campaign in that position, did
you have any concerns or issues with his performance?

No.

Were you satisfied with how much was he was raising and the events he
was putting on?

Yup.

After the 2010 election. We went into an off-year obviously.

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

Did you maintain a campaign staff during that off-year?

Very small, Rob Green came to D.C. and worked in the official office. Joe
Knepper was a young man who worked on our campaign, he became the
Campaign Manager, but it was primarily Gabe. | come from the safest
Republican seat in Indiana, fundraising is a harder task when you're in a
district like that. So Gabe was our main employee from the campaign. Just
focusing on fundraising.

Was that a full-time position throughout the entire cycle?

Yes.
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When I asked you about Mr. Rivera's compensation, who set his
compensation?

That was an agreement between he and I.
How did you set his compensation?

We compared it to other fundraisers typically. And I know that Cleta
submitted a chart showing. If | remember correctly an email that Chris
Martson sent over to, | believe it was you, in 2011, a full year his salary
was roughly 70,000 and the following year it was roughly 64,000.
Roughly. So again, if you look at our fundraisers since then, I'm sure
they've all been paid higher than that. When we set a retainer, a base
salary, there is also ability for bonuses, if they meet certain benchmarks
then there is bonuses for that.

Was that the structure for Mr. Rivera's compensation as well?

Yes. All of our fundraisers. We've always done a bonus structure of some
sort for their salaries.

Did Mr. Rivera generally meet the benchmarks and get bonuses or did he
fall short?

Yeah, generally. Again, | mean a lot of the fundraising falls on me as the
candidate. He developed call lists for me, he developed face to face
meetings, he developed events. But we worked together, making sure that
we were... Very similar to the California trip. You find contacts, you call
them, set up a meeting and pursue support. I'll bet that out of 10 phone
calls that I make, maybe 2 of them become actual contributors to the
campaign. So it’s a long day of fishing.

Sure. | want to walk through his compensation for the time he was there.
Just to get a sense of how that was put together. He was initially hired, it
appears, at a rate of $4000 per month; does that sound correct?
Mm-hmm (affirmative). It would be about $36,000 a year.

And how did you come up with that initial figure?

$4000 a month or $3000 a month?

I'm sorry, I'm not doing the math.

It was $4000?
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$4000 a month.

Did you say $4,000 a month? So it would be $48,000.

Yeah $4,000 a month. Thank you.

Lawyers occasionally have to do math.

So how did you arrive at that initial compensation amount?

We just compared it to other fundraisers which he had been on the lower
end because he didn't have political experience. So we felt he needed to be
lower than what a political fundraiser who had experience ... | talked to

other candidates in the district and came up with that number.

What had his predecessor, | guess in your Senate campaign, do you recall
what that person’s compensation was?

No.

It would appear that several months later, mid-November of 2010,
probably right after the election, he got an increase in his compensation to
$6,000 per month. And that was through March of the next year.

Yeah.

Why the increase in the compensation at that point?

Well, generally | mean after you win, things generally get better and
easier, so there was ... His performance was good. He deserved an
increase. Again, we would have been looking at a $72,000 a year salary
and ... I would have to go back and look at what our fundraisers are, but
that's generally what they run in Indiana.

And then April 1st, 2011, a couple months after the election in the middle
of the off-year, you went up to $6,600 a month. And maintained that until
July of 2012.

Okay.

Why an increase of $600 then?

| don't know how payments were made with the bonuses. | don't know if

that includes bonuses. | know Chris Marston was our campaign treasurer
so his payments would have been through Chris Marston. | would assume
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that bonuses were a part of that, if you're taking that directly off of checks
that were payed to Gabe.

Were any of these increases or discussions based on Mr. Rivera's need for
money?

No. It was performance. It was always performance.

Okay. Then in the middle of July of 2012 through the end of the year, so
before the 2012 election, he had a decrease in salary from $6,600 to
$3,600 per month. Pretty substantial decrease. Why that decrease?

There was a transition, he was leaving the campaign but said he would be
willing to work for the campaign until the transition took place. We
interviewed a variety of new fundraisers then Amy Stansfield was the next
fundraiser after Gabe. She was from Indianapolis, originally from Ohio
and he just helped make that transition with her take place.

Was that the time of the transition prior to the 2012 election or was it
2013? Because he continued to be paid...

Yeah, | think he got paid until May, or June of 2013. So he would have
been part of that transition.

When was the new person hired?

| want to say the beginning of 2013. Or maybe the summer of 2012.

So then I guess | go back to July.

And she also had other clients as well. So | guess we were one of her
clients. So there was a period there where there was more overlap then
normal, but it was because we were one of her clients. That's why we
decreased Gabe's salary.

Now if that happened at the end of 2012, the decrease happened in July.
So that would have been four and a half months, five months, before the
new person was hired, he was at a decreased salary.

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

Why at that point did the salary go down?

S0 20 ... Do you have a document I could look at?

| actually have don’t. It's summarized here.
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Okay, where did you get that information?

Your attorney provided that information.

Do you want me to pull that chart?

That may be helpful.

Okay.

So you're saying in July of 2012 his salary went down?
From $6,600 per month to $3,600 per month.

So there would have been a period where he was the only fundraiser on
the staff. We didn't have much of a race in 2012 or 2014.

This is our document number MS-2.5.Campaign00002 and this was
submitted on June the 6th, 2016. And it is a chart showing the
compensation paid to Gabe Rivera. That's what you're summarizing. I'm
showing that to Congressman Stutzman.

| think if you read this, I think it came from Chris Marston, treasurer, it
said that "for ease of presentation, | list his monthly rate of pay.” | don't
know how Chris calculated bonuses and things like that. So from 7/16 -
12/31 down to $3,600. That would have been through the race of 2012.
And we didn't have much of a race in 2012. | don't recall why it was
moved down that much. I don't know.

| would say it seems odd that he was earning a substantially higher
monthly payment during the off-year, when typically people are not
thinking about elections, may not be as intense period of fundraising. And
the closer to the election, the amount went down. So I'm asking if there
was some reason for that.

I mean | don't know. We could ask Chris Marston for that. | don't know. Is
this an average for those months?

| have the information that is there.
The monthly rate of pay. But | would, on the record, | would say that |
would not necessarily agree with that presumption about not raising

money in the off-year. If you are an incumbent the way you avoid a
primary or a general election opponent is by having substantial cash on
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hand by end of the off-year. So actually the off-year fundraising is very
important.

You raise a good chunk of your money in the off-year. And then if you
have a race you continue probably at that pace or increase. But if you don't
have a race, things just continue to decline because people don't feel the
need to give to you.

Is that your recollection as to why the adjustments in salary?

There's somewhere, and | don't know the exact time ... But Christy and
Wendy started a bridal shop. And it’s in Fredericksburg. Gabe's originally
from Fredericksburg. They wanted to move back to Fredericksburg and |
cannot tell you exactly when he started to draw a paycheck from the bridal
shop. But more than likely he was working part-time on the campaign
because we didn't have much of a race. And he began to draw a salary
from the bridal shop. I cannot tell you specifically what date he started to
draw a salary but that was probably part of the explanation there.

Okay. Do you know when it was that he moved to Virginia?

| don't.

Do you know a rough time period?

It was probably in 2011 or 12. Somewhere in there. He commuted back
and forth. | know there was a time period when he commuted back and
forth. That was also one of the reasons why we decided to go a different

direction as well. | needed the fundraiser to be in-state.

What were the arrangements for the commute? Was it something that he
did weekly, monthly? How much time would he spend in each place?

A lot of fundraising is done by email, by phone. He would go back for
different events that | had. Fundraising events, things like that nature.
Those records would all be in the FEC reports on his travel.

Okay. Then just to continue on, in the beginning of 2013 his salary was
further reduced from $3,600 a month to $1,000 per month.

Mm-hmm (affirmative).

You had mentioned that you had hired a new finance director end of 2012
beginning of 2013. Is that the reason for the decrease here?
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He would have been part-time at that point. So he would have been
drawing less salary.

Did he continue to provide fundraising services up until May 31st, 2013?
And beyond.

And beyond? Okay. So from the beginning of the year to May of 2013,
this was the transition period.

Mm-hmm (affirmative). Yeah, to Amy Stansfield.

And both Mr. Rivera and [New Finance Director] were working on
fundraising at the time?

| believe she was hired at the beginning of 2013. January 2013, | believe.
Again, those would be in the FEC reports.

Why that change? Why hire someone new?

Gabe wanted to move back to Fredericksburg, Virginia. And | felt |
needed somebody in-state.

What were the circumstances of the departure? Was that an amicable
separation? Was he disappointed that -

No. Christy and I are investors into the bridal shop and I'm a business
partner with him. | trust him. It was a normal process, agreed upon by both
of us, that he wanted to be back in Fredericksburg. And he worked for
some time from Fredericksburg as a fundraiser. But knowing that
eventually he was going to work at the bridal shop where he works now.
Okay. | believe those are all the questions | have on that.

| don't believe I have any further questions.

Those are all the questions that we have for you. Unless there's anything
that you would like us to know or would be helpful to us.

That's all | have.
All right. We appreciate you sitting down with us and talking with us.
Sure.

We'll stop recording.
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Representative Stutzman’s Chief of Staff
Transcript of Interview
June 22, 2016

For the record, this is Scott Gast with the Office of Congressional Ethics,
joined by my colleagues Helen Eisner and Konstantine Kastens. We’re
here with Representative Stutzman’s Chief of Staff (“Chief of Staff”),
who’s accompanied by his attorney, Cleta Mitchell. It’s June 22nd. We
typically like to begin these interviews with a little bit of background
information. If you could tell us your current employment situation? How
long have you been in that position? What your general duties are?

Currently chief of staff for congressman Marlin Stutzman. | have been in
that position since middle of May of 2014. I’ve been with the
congressman prior to that since December of 2010. | started as legislative
director. Do you want any other work history? I’'m glad to give it.

What did you do before joining the congressman?

Prior to that | was in Indiana. | had taken the bar exam. | had run a
congressional campaign. My other stint on the Hill was with Steve Buyer
from Indiana. Another Indiana congressman, where I’'m from originally. |
worked for him just for two years, 04 to ’06, just legislative aide and staff
assistant. 1 went to law school full time in between.

What are your general duties as chief of staff to Mr. Stutzman?

A number of things. Staff development, overseeing staff, most
administrative matters as far as his official schedule goes. Making sure
that staff reimbursements and other things are processed. If the member
has questions as it pertains to use of official funds or use of official time,
I’m usually the conduit between Ethics and Administration. If at that time
it needed to be roped in for something and be explained better we’ve done
that in the past. | was there for, in this duty, for probably less than a year
before his campaign started up. It was less official items over the last year.

Basically just manage the staff. I have my eye on policy and
communication, stuff like any chief of stuff does and it’s my background.
A lot of what I’ve spent time doing is working with our legislative staff,
the younger staff, and helping them with financial services, some of the
areas I worked in when I was legislative director, committee work. It’s
something I like doing still and try to keep a hand in.

Leases for district offices, make sure those are up to date. Go through all
of the GSA and all of the procedures you have to do there. Now
unfortunately closing down an office. All the procedures that are at work
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with House Administration. Figure out what we can do, what we can’t do,
property and things like that. I hope that’s complete enough. I’'m glad to
answer any other questions related to duties.

Do you have or did you have any role with Representative Stutzman’s
campaigns, either for House campaigns or for his Senate campaign?

Let me start with House campaigns. My role when | was chief of staff, and
as | said, when | was chief of staff it was less than a year from then until
when Senator Coats retired and basically he had decided he was going to
announce. From that time, my real political responsibility related to a lot
of chief of staff fundraising with the NRCC, that communication.

He’s in a very safe seat. He always had campaign managers and a finance
director. | didn’t have to deal with that part, although I was aware of,
similar too on the Senate campaign, had to be aware of the schedule where
he was going after he was leaving DC and make sure that certain official
things like votes and when he had to be back in Washington were carved
out. That kind of coordination on the schedule was an integral part of my
involvement with any of those campaigns, but certainly much more at
times with the Senate campaign just because it was an active campaign.
He didn’t have, that I remember, a really active race.

How much of your time would you say during the week you spent in
either of those roles? First | guess when you were working for the House
side of the campaign and then later on in the Senate?

Maybe 20% the most. Maybe less than that. I don’t carve it out as a
specific period of time, but when it had to do with working the schedule
... I just don’t know. I never thought of it as a percentage. I was always in
the office and I wasn’t really going back to Indiana to do campaign things.
I wasn’t reviewing campaign expenditures or anything like that. It wasn’t
that involvement. It was getting on the phone and figuring out, where does
he need to be, who’s picking him up and you guys still haven’t told us
what’s supposed to be on Monday and Tuesday so we can at least let the
Member know. There’s an appropriate handoff from the official office to
the campaign. That’s the best I know how to describe it. Sorry I don’t have
a percentage for you. I’'m not even sure if 20% is accurate or not.

You said you weren’t involved in reviewing campaign expenditures?

It was not a primary responsibility. Some things would have come across
my desk in that time period, but | was never authorized to make a
campaign expenditure, not authorized to do campaign travel expenditures.
That really rested with the Member or the campaign team. We’ve had ...
Sorry, I’m skipping around a little, but on the Senate campaign, which is
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really most of my experience with campaign, we had two different staffs,
full staffs, which created a lot of interesting communication issues. One
staff for six months had changed and then a new campaign staff.

I was really only involved initially with the first campaign staff much
more heavily | would say as far as just coordination. This is really only a
result of the fact that | knew the campaign manager from his time as a
chief of staff on the hill. We had good communication on scheduling.

Who was that?
Brendon Del Toro.

When you say two campaign staffs, did that change ... | guess it was
around September 2015?

I don't know when it changed exactly because I wasn’t on the inside
making the decisions. The congressman made the decision to change the
staff. I think that Brendon. resigned in October, but he may have made a
change with his general consultant in September and then I believe some
other people left the staff before the end of the year or by the end of the
year. He hired a completely new team that wanted to do things I think
their own way.

Who was the general consultant that you just mentioned?
It was a guy named Brooks Kochvar.
How do you spell that?

K-0O-C-H-V-A-R. Really from April of 2015 when he announced until
whenever the congressman decided to change his campaign staff. Brooks
oversaw the campaign along with Brendon Del Toro. They were the ones
discussing expenditures, it’s back to your question, how they’re building a
database. I wasn’t involved in who were we choosing as vendors, vetting
those ... I was asked to do something with the campaign when the
congressman decided he wanted to announce and | politely declined and
said I’d like to stay in the official office because I like working on the Hill.

I just want to go back to when you mentioned that the authority to make
campaign expenditures rested with the Member or the campaign team.
Can you tell us who the campaign team was that had that authority?

It’d really be Brendon ... My knowledge of it, again, I don't know how

many times someone’s authorized something. I assumed the general
consultant could do it, but the way | always envisioned it was the
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you back and forth. If you have just a strictly MRA question or if it's kind
of a mixed deal that —

What were the questions that you would bring to them —

Here's one example, which is, let's say you have a recess week and you
have official business back and forth in between that recess week.

Back and forth between what?

Between DC and the district. What's ... | don't know all the possible
reasons or what they characterize as official so often times I'm calling
down there to say "Is this official? Does this ..." And they'll always give
you a wishy-washy answer but | try to wait for them to say yes until we
execute on a flight. That's usually when there's an open question between
the Congressman and myself, and I'm usually on the side of ... I'll look
into it but I just don't know.

Back to the reimbursement requests that Mr. Stutzman would submit. At
any point did you have to go and have to seek additional information or
have questions about mileage that he submitted for reimbursement?

Not that | can remember, and maybe that's because the way our process is
set up, but I really think that I really looked at them, maybe more in depth
since we've turned in the requests to you all. A lot of that was done prior
and plus a lot of the reimbursements weren't a lot of official
reimbursements for 2015, 2016 by the nature of the campaign, in relation
to the campaign. Most of the flights he was taking were campaign. If
you're going to the southern part of the state and not stepping foot in your
district it's at least a campaign trip, but it certainly isn't official. That's
where we would talk about things. If that helps.

Sure. It looks like Mr. Stutzman will drive between DC and Indiana?

He has occasionally driven, | wouldn't say it's most of what he does, but
he has driven, I think, since he's been in office occasionally back and
forth.

And why is that?

| think one, because ... | don't know if he needs a car there or he has his
family there and they need multiple cars and he needs to be able to get
around, I'm not sure. | also think there is no direct airport, | also think he
just likes driving, and he likes, I just think he likes driving. Most often
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though when it came to our official calendar and trying to get him to
events, we'd almost always fly because timing doesn't always work to
drive and have a car. He'd have to make do, and he had a home there.

Let me just ask you, are you aware of any times where Mr. Stutzman may
have submitted mileage reimbursement for mileage that he didn't actually
drive or that ...

No.
Was excessive or that was otherwise inappropriate?

No. Not that | know of. Every trip that he took I released, | could have
looked at least on the calendar that he, he would have been able to take it,
or he took it.

| believe those are all the questions that I have.

| just have one question and this goes back a bit. Something that you
mentioned when we were going through the calendar of events for the
California trip. And this goes to the Universal Studios day on August 13th.
And you talked about something that you might remember involving Pam
mentioning filming of something?

| just think they were doing, | think that the spouse, Christy Stutzman, was
working on things once they got to the park on what they could, what they
were going to do. | don't know if there was a filming going on that they
just wanted to take a peek at. I'm not sure what they actually ended up
doing on any of these trips. My primary involvement was to make sure
that they paid personally for that and not do anything inappropriate. She
didn't really know the rules so when | could catch something like that, I
did.

So this was a filming that they observed or attended, but not something
that involved ...

| don't know if they attended, like I said I don't know who attended ...
Just for clarification ...
He just said he doesn't know.

OK, I'm ...
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You keep trying to speculate about things where he said he doesn't know,
he wasn't there, he doesn't know.

Well, I'm trying to clarify, so if he doesn't know that's a perfectly
appropriate answer.

It is appropriate —

You had mentioned something earlier, I think I needed some clarity on it,
if you do know the answer, happy to get that. If you don't that's fine too.

| said everything | remember which is that there may have been some
arrangement of a filming inside of the timeline they were at Universal
Studios but my primary involvement was to make sure that they paid

personally for the tickets for the Studio.

OK. Understood.

And just to clarify, there were discussions about them possible attending a
taping? You don't know whether that actually happened or not?

| think so.

You think so.

Yeah, | think so.

OK. Is there anything else that you think would be helpful for us to know?

Cleta’s going to tell me not to say anything, so I guess I'm not going to say
anything.

| don't mind you saying anything, just don't guess.

Yeah, any time | said "I think 1 don't remember" | really truly tried to say |
don't remember, but if other questions come up I'm glad to cooperate and
tried to be, particularly with the MRA, extremely careful when questions
arise on the official spending, I've tried to ask those questions. I think
there are logs in Ethics and House Administration that prove that. Thank
you.

We appreciate your time and sitting down with us, we'll go ahead and end
the recording.
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M Gmail John Hammond <_

Trips & Questions
1 message

John Hammond <
To: Marlin Stutzman <«
Cc: Mary Wells <

Thu, Jan 29, 2015 at 12:59 PM

Marlin:
Here are a few updates on trips and some questions:

(1) Indiana (February 8-8th)

-February 8th is IlU Game

-Feburary Sth in the morning you said there were personal items you wanted to get done in Howe

QUESTION: The first thing | have scheduled is the speech to the ABC group in 1pm at Ceruti's. Do you want to
schedule a donor lunch at 11:30pm in Fort Wayne and a possible meeting at 3pm before you head out (flight
leaves FW at 4:45pm)

(2) Florida - NRCC (February 13-15)

-Only point to make here is that once you give your $100,000 check on February 3rd you are all paid up for
March Dinner and fully eligible to attend. [I'll have the check to give you before Conference on the 3rd.
QUESTION: Do you still want to not do activities? No cost for you but costs for the family.

(3) Vancouver (February 16-19th)
-QUESTION: if NRCC has donors (US Citizens) that live in Vancouver, would you be willing to do meetings or
do you want to leave that entire trip personal? It would probably be only one or two meetings if at all.

(4) Club for Growth (February 27-28th)
-1 am having JohnO prepare some talking points once we have a better idea of the topic panel. It will be on
economic freedom. The Governor will be there that same day to keynote the lunch.

(5) Miami (March 8-10)

-after talking with Mario's political staff this morning, I'm confident we will have a breakfast or lunch fundraiser in
Miami on either March 9th or 10th.

-QUESTION: We will look up flights that leave Tuesday, March 10th (late afternoon or early evening) that get
you to Indianapolis and Christy back to DC. Sound good? This way we can start figuring out hotel pricing, etc.

(6) Indianapolis (March 10-12)

-QUESTION: Are you ok with leaving out of Indianapolis around noon on Thursday, March 12th? Want to stay at
Hilton downtown?

-We can talk on Monday about the Indianapolis trip but it will likely include the following:

*Now a series of meals with legislators (3 at a time)

*Donor meetings (Doug Bowen, Auto Dealer event?, Brian Cardinal, Salins, etc)

*Possible fundraisers set up by Amy S.

(7) Berlin (March 27-April 3)

-QUESTION: s it possible Can you do the personal day on the back end of your trip? While you definitely
would have to pay for the front end personal day (Frankfort to Berlin aifare plus hotel room), there is a chance
that on the back end, you might not have to pay for airfare from Berlin to Frankfort. Before | check with Ethics
and the travel agency we need to know if there is flexibility still. Thanks. [MARY ALREADY TALKED TO YOU
AND WE WILL FOLLOW UP WITH OPTIONS]

1 of2 4/28/2016 9:43 PM
MS-1.2.JRH-MS00003
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(8) Indiana (April 7-9)

-Silent No More event on Aprif 7th in Kosciosko County

-QUESTION 1: Do you want to fly out on April 7th making the first event the Silent No More event in the
evening?

-QUESTION 2: Can we have April 8th be our big district fundraiser. If [ can set this date in stone Amy Stansfield
can start working on a venue, hosts, etc.

(9) Indiana - LaGrange County Lincoln Day (Thursday, May 7)

-QUESTION: Do you want us to RSVP you to the LaGrange County Lincoln Day? You are not in session this
day.

-At the request of the county chair | reached out to Pat Miller to request that he speak. Pat said he cando itsol
will follow up with them.

(10) California (Third Week of August)

-Pat Miller's part of this trip looks very likely to happen on August 14-17th. Talked with him this morning. We
should know more next week. They will be in touch with Reagan Ranch this week and will build out the rest of
their agenda accordingly. We should talk about what you want to do politically when you are out there.

HHH

20f2 4/28/2016 9:43 PM
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™1 Gmail John Hammond <[

California part two - dates

2 messages

John Hammond - Tue, Feb 17, 2015 at 10:15 AM
To: Marlin Stutzman <

Cc: Mary Wells <

, Christy Stutzman <

Marlin & Christy-

The political trip we are planning for August revolves around Pat Miller's trip as well. They are looking at
plugging you into the agenda (still up in the air) on Sunday August 16th and August 17th. We can work the rest
of your travel around these dates so long as they work for your personal calendar.

If you both could let me know if these dates work as soon as possible then | can get back to the trip organizers
and begin to plan the political part of the trip.

Thanks,

John

John Hammond <‘ Wed, Feb 18, 2015 at 10:38 AM
Draft To: Marlin Stutzman < i , Christy Stutzman <—
ez vary s -

Marlin-

Just checking back in on this. | have been called numerous times by Pat's travel agent and would like to get him
an answer when
[Quoted text hidden}

1of 1 4/28/2016 8:42 PM
MS-1.2.JRH-MS00005
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Former Campaign Manager
Transcript of Interview
June 21, 2016

For the record, this is Scott Gast with the Office of Congressional Ethics,
joined by my colleagues Helen Eisner and Konstantin Kastens. We are
here with Representative Stutzman’s Former Campaign Manager
(“Campaign Manager”), who's accompanied by his counsel, Jason
Torchinsky. We appreciate you being here. Former Campaign Manager
has signed the False Statements Act acknowledgement. We appreciate
that.

Generally, 1 like to start with a little background information. If you could
tell us your current employment situation, what your responsibilities are,
and how long you've been in that position.

| work for iHeart Media. | started the beginning of February. | am their
Vice President of Political Strategy.

Can you spell that for me?
It's iHeart.
Generally what do you do as VP of Political Strategy?

| am an outward facing representative with Republican, conservative-
leaning organizations.

What did you do before joining iHeart Media?

| was Campaign Manager for Marlin Stutzman.
When were you in that position?

Roughly May of 15 through the end of October.
That would be October 2015?

Correct.

So, May 2015, October 2015?

Correct.

Okay.
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What were your duties as Campaign Manager?

| oversaw his race for United States Senate.

Did those duties include oversight over spending by the campaign?
To some extent.

To what extent?

To the extent that Marlin gave me the ability to exercise oversight.
Ultimately, he's the one running for office.

Okay.
Would you have oversight over all expenditures made by the campaign?
Not necessarily.

Who had that authority over spending by the campaign? Disbursements by
the campaign?

| think it would depend on the type of disbursement.
Can you go through that universe of people?

Sure. Obviously, Marlin was the elected official and candidate so he had
the ultimate authority. If it was an expense related to one of our staffers,
typically it would go through me.

So, between you and Mr. Stutzman, as the candidate, did anybody else
exercise this oversight over campaign spending?

Chris Marston, our Campaign Treasurer, was also involved. | guess to a
minor extent, potentially John Hammond.

Who's Chief of Staff?

He's Marlin Stutzman's Chief of Staff.

What was his role with respect to the campaign?

He didn't have a formal role with the campaign.

Was he ... Would you describe him as kind of an informal advisor?

He was Mr. Stutzman's Chief of Staff.
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As far as the campaign?

I don't think he had a formal role.

Okay.

What kind of informal role did he play?

| don't know that he had a role.

What did he do? Did he participate in any type of campaign activities?
Any type of campaign activities? | don't know. | don't remember. Maybe?
Did you ever see him at a campaign event?

At any campaign event? Not in Indiana. I'm trying to think if there's
anything ... He attended a campaign meeting in DC once. | guess he
accompanied Marlin to make fundraising phone calls, too.

Where was that?

At a townhouse.

Where was the townhouse?

DC.

Okay.

Would you have discussions with Chief of Staff about the campaign?
About the schedule.

Any other campaign related matters?

Sure, if ... Imeanitwasall ... I say all ... It was essentially related to two
things. Well, it was all related to scheduling. We would talk about the
scheduling of events, whether in DC or in Indiana. Scheduling of
fundraisers. We would talk about call time as it relates to the schedule. So
yeah.

Was there a second thing? You said that ...
Well, I meant it ... Ultimately fundraising and schedule.

Okay.
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Or if fundraising events, all as it relates to the schedule.

Okay. I think you had said he had a limited role with respect to oversight
over campaign spending.

Correct.
Can you describe that role?

I'd say he was more of a go-between between Marlin and the campaign
occasionally. It's not that he had a ... He relayed information.

Okay. Then back to this universe of people who had some oversight over
campaign spending. Between the candidate, yourself, the Treasurer, Chief
of Staff -- is there anybody else who played a role with respect to that
oversight of campaign spending?

| guess it depends on how granular. I mean ... it's kind of an open ended
question.

I'm just trying to get a sense of who was involved in decisions and
oversight of the disbursements, the expenditures that the campaign made.

I mean ... Theoretically any number of people were involved in the
spending of resources. Right? If you are ... If someone's going and
knocking doors, they're involved in ... that'sa ... it ... | don't really have ...

On a higher level, though. Not just the people who spend money but the
people who are aware of what the campaign is spending money on, who
are involved in decisions about how to allocate campaign resources. That's
the universe of people that we're trying to identify here.

| would say then ...

Scott, you've asked him the same question four times. He's told you the
people ... I don't ... If you have something specific that you want to ask, if
you have someone specific that you want to ask about, ask your question.
Don't keep repeating the same question four times and then leave this
weird pregnant pause. Just, what are you trying to get at? He's answered
your question.

Jason, I don't think he's given a final answer. I've asked him several times,
"Who else is involved?" I've gotten answers about who theoretically may
be involved. I'm asking who, in reality, was involved.
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Helen Eisner:
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Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

| guess ... Is the question about sign-off on expenditures or about
budgeting as a whole, because | think they're two very different ...

Let's start with sign-off on expenditures. Who could sign off on
expenditures?

Marlin signed off on almost all expenditures, which I said.

Who signed off on the ones that he did not?

Me.

Did anybody else sign off on expenditures made by the campaign?

| would say that there was a period of time where expenditures were made
with nobody signing off.

What period of time was that?

Well, just from time to time. Periodically. Periodically, not period.
Periodically there were expenditures made with nobody signing off.

What percentage of expenditures would you estimate were made with no
one signing off?

| have no idea. | can only sign off on things that | know about.

How did you come to know that there were expenditures that were made
with no one signing off?

I'm assuming.
Is there a specific example that you're thinking of?

There are times where expenditures were made where | did not sign off,
and can't speculate on who signed off.

Okay. What type of expenditures were those?
Variety.
Okay. Variety? Can you categorize that?

Campaign related.
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Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Campaign related expenditures ... There are lots of campaign related
expenditures. Many different categories when you look at FEC-types of
expenditures.

Through the course of the campaign, you spend a lot of money on
everything from pencils to television buys and everything in between.
Right? So, a pencil costs 99 cents, a television buy can be 100,000 dollars,
and everything in between. Things gets purchased that | did not sign off
on, and | can't speculate as to who signed off.

Who ... Did the campaign have a checkbook?
Probably. I can speculate. I did not for sure.
Did you have check writing authority?

If I didn't know there was a checkbook, how would I have check writing
authority?

Before we go on, I just want to say, we're trying to gather information
here.

Understood.
| don't think the questions we're asking are that difficult.
| don't think they are.

| would appreciate it if you would take the time to actually think about
what it is we're asking, and instead of giving general answers, try to
understand what it is we're trying to find.

Sure.
Okay.

| would say that | was there for a limited period of time and a lot of stuff
happened before my time, and during my time and after my time that |
was unaware of and so I can't speculate.

Let's confine this interview then to matters that happened from May to
October of 2015, when you were serving as Campaign Manager.

Sure.
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Am | correct that you were not aware of the campaign having any
checkbook?

Correct.

Did the campaign have credit cards?

Yes.

Who in the campaign had a credit card?

| had a credit card, and | don't know who else had a credit card.
Did Mr. Stutzman have a credit card?

| believe Marlin had a card that he ... there was another campaign card. |
don't know if it was in Marlin's name or not and | don't know if there was
... there was another campaign card, | don't know if there was more than
one additional campaign card and | don't know if Marlin's campaign card
was used by other people. Well, I know a card was used by other people.
My point is | don't know what name was on the card.

When you say, "Marlin's credit card was used by other people," does that
mean that Marlin had a credit card?

| don't know ... there was another campaign card, at least one, there could
have been two. That card was used for purchases. | don't know if it was a
single card used for other purchases, or multiple cards. For example, I
don't know if there was a card with Marlin Stutzman's name on it and then
another staffer's name on it. I don't know if there was a card with Marlin's
name on it and Christy Stutzman’s name on it. | don't know if there was a
card with Marlin's name on it and John Hammond’s on it. | don't know if
there was just a card with John Hammond’s name on it. | knew there was
another campaign card, | never asked whose name was on it. | know that
card, or multiple other cards, were used for other purchases.

Did you ever submit a request for reimbursement from the campaign for
expenses?

I'm sure.

How were you ... How did you receive that reimbursement?
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Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:
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Through ... Well Expensify is what we used. The software, Expensify, was
use to submit the reimbursements and then our Campaign Treasurer would
do the reimbursements.

How would that be accomplished?
Could ... I ...

How did you get the money?
Through our Treasurer.

Was it in the form of a check?

Oh, I'm sorry.

Was it in the form of a direct deposit?
Direct deposit.

What about people who did not have a bank account set up through this
Expensify software? How did they receive their reimbursements?

All of the staff had accounts set up through Expensify.
You said you left the position in October of 20157 Is that correct?

| gave my resignation in the beginning of October and I stayed on through
the end of the month.

Why did you leave the position?
We had a difference of opinion on the strategy of the campaign.

Did that difference of opinion include anything related to campaign
spending?

That ... Yes, we had a difference of opinion over campaign spending.
That's not why | left.

What was that difference with regard to the campaign spending?
It related to how we used campaign resources to pay for travel.

How were campaign resources used to pay for travel that you disagreed
with?
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Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Jason Torchinsky:

Helen Eisner:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:
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Scott Gast:
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Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Travel was booked and paid for with the campaign that I felt like should
have been covered personally.

What travel are you referring to?
A trip to California.

Do you recall the date of that trip?
| don't. I believe it was in August.

Aside from the August trip to California, were there other instances of
travel that were paid for by campaign resources that you believe should
have been paid for personally?

Can we step outside real quick?
Yeah.

We're going to pause the recording.
[BREAK]

We're back on the record with Scott Gast, Helen Eisner, Konstantine
Kastens, Campaign Manager, and Mr. Torchinsky.

There's potentially another trip when the family came back to Indiana for
an event.

When you say the family came back to Indiana ...
Christine with her boys.

Were there children involved?

Yeah, two boys.

Oh, I'm sorry. When you say they came back to Indiana, where were they
coming from?

D.C., Virginia.
Do you recall the date of that travel?
No.

Do you recall an approximate time frame?
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Campaign Manager:

Around his birthday.

When is that?

| don't know.

Around the Congressman's birthday?

Yes.

What was the event that they came from D.C. to Indiana for?

It was a campaign event around his birthday. So it was like a campaign/
birthday event.

Where was that held?

| believe it was in Marion County. That's not correct. It was in the county
that Bloomington, the University of IU, is in. | believe. It was Monroe. I'm
speculating what the county is. | don't remember the map that well.

Did you attend?
| did not.
Was it at a person’'s home? Was it at an event space? A hall?

It was ata ... It was at the farm ... Ah, what's her name? It was at Mary, his
scheduler's family farm.

That's Mary Wells?

Yes. Her family has a farm in that area.

Was it a fundraiser?

Sure. They were.... There was a solicitation for campaign donations.
Was it a ticketed event? Did you have to buy a ticket to attend?

No, you did not have to contribute to attend.

Was there a solicitation made at the event for campaign funds?

| was not there.

When you say there was a solicitation-

| believe on the invitation there was a ... | don't know if that's true or not.
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Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Okay.
| believe that at some point people were asked to give money.
Prior to the event? At the event? After the event?

Yes. | couldn't tell you the specifics. | don't know what the invitation
looked like. | was not there. It's not uncommon ... It would be uncommon
for no solicitation during the event.

What was the nature of your concern about the family coming back?
How the trip was paid for back to the state.
Can you be more specific?

| did not think the campaign should be paying for the family to fly back to
Indiana.

The campaign paid for the, was it, airplane tickets?

| believe so. | will say that | flagged for Marlin that I did not think that the
campaign should pay for the flights. | don't remember the details after that
of when and if and how the flights were booked.

Did you discuss your concerns with anyone else?
Yes.

Who did you discuss that with?

Probably Brooks Kochvar.

Who is that?

Our general consultant.

Anyone else?

Aside from Marlin? Probably John. | probably mentioned something to
John.

That's Chief of Staff?
Correct.

Okay. Just to fully understand this, why did you believe that the campaign
should not pay for the family members to come back to Indiana?
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Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Jason Torchinsky:

Campaign Manager:

Based on my understanding of FEC rules.
Was this event prior to or after the August trip to California?
I don't remember when his birthday is, so | think it's after, but ...

When you say you flagged for Marlin, for the Congressman, this particular
event, what was the nature of that conversation? What was the
conversation?

For this one particularly? | don't remember, because | don't remember if |
flagged this ... I don't know if this was something | flagged after | found

out flights were purchased, before | found out flights were purchased, or
during the process.

When you say flagged, is that a communication? What type of
communication is that? Can you explain that to us?

Yeah, probably a phone call or if I visit with him ... If he was in Indiana, it
was probably an in-person conversation. If he was in D.C. it was probably
a phone conversation.

Okay. What was the Congressman's response when you flagged this
particular travel issue?

| don't remember.
Was anyone else present for that conversation?

Maybe. John Hammond could have been present. A lot of times if | flag
something for Marlin, | would also flag it for John. Then typically if we
get a conference call, Brooks is also on the conference call sometimes.

We were asking a little bit about the potential solicitation and invitations
for this event, what campaign funds were generated from the event?

| don't know the answer to that.

Okay. Do you know if any donations were generated from the event?

Not for sure.

If you don’t recall —

Yeah, | don't recall. I have a fundraiser who — finance director, whose job

1s to...
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Scott Gast:
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Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Who was that at the time?
Welsey Scott.

Do you recall then, just to close the loop on this, the resolution after you
had flagged this for Mr. Stutzman?

| don't.
Do you know if any action was taken after-
| don't.

-you flagged that? Did you have any further conversations with Marlin
after flagging it?

Are we talking about-

About this, about your concerns with the family travel expenses for the
birthday fundraiser.

For the birthday fundraiser.

| think we're just going to note for the record that the witness is conferring
with counsel.

| think this was around the time that | was leaving.

Okay, so you don't recall any further conversations with Mr. Stutzman
after raising the flag, flagging this worry?

| don't recall.

Do you recall any conversations with anyone else about this particular
issue?

I think | said that there was the potential that | had conversations with
Brooks and John, but I don't ... This was a long time ago.

Okay. I want to move on to talk to you about the California trip in August.
What was your level of involvement with that trip?

Pretty minor. The trip was planned prior to my ... Well, the skeleton of the
trip was planned before | joined the campaign.

Who was involved in planning that skeleton?
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Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:
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Scott Gast:
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Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Campaign Manager:

Scott Gast:

Marlin decided that he was taking a trip before | joined the campaign.
Who then helped put that together prior to your joining the campaign?

I don't know that there was necessarily details, per se. | think that they
picked a week and said we want to do a California trip, and that was ... |
don't ... I was not on the campaign then.

Who's the “they” that you're referring to? “They” picked a week? Who's
the “they”?

Marlin and his wife.

Was Chief of Staff involved in the planning of that trip prior to your
involvement? Prior to your joining the campaign?

Yes.

Who else?

| wouldn't know.

What was your understanding of the primary purpose of the trip?

This happened before my ... | think the purpose of the trip was determined
before | joined the campaign.

What was your understanding of that?
That it was meant to be a campaign trip.
How did you come to that understanding?

| believe that | was instructed that he was going to do a California
campaign trip.

Who instructed you that?
Marlin or John.

What was said to you when you were instructed what he was doing on this
California trip?

| think that it, it was just a ... Probably in a conversation about the
schedule. He will be in California for a campaign trip on these dates.

Are you aware how this idea for a California trip came up?
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Scott Gast:
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Scott Gast:
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Scott Gast:

Helen Eisner:

Campaign Manager:

Helen Eisner:
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No.

Okay. We have looked through a number of documents related to this trip,
emails and other documents. Various items describe the trip in various
different ways. You may have read in the newspaper that some things
describe it as the “Stutzman family vacation.” Others describe it as a
political trip. There's some suggestion that this was part of a tour package
organized by a radio host. Were any of those purposes of the trip
something that was discussed in your interactions around this trip?

I'd never heard about the radio host part before. | think that there was
conversation about whether the trip was political or family in nature, or a
combination.

Who was involved in those conversations?
Myself, Brooks, John, Marlin.
Is there anyone else you can think of?

There were other people involved in aspects of the California trip probably
without being directly involved in the details of it.

Okay. What about Representative Stutzman’s Spouse (“Spouse”)? Was
she involved in those discussions?

| can't ... I don't remember hearing her and Marlin talk about it. | would
assume so.

Were you involved with any discussions in which she was a part?
| was not.

Okay.

How often did you interact with Spouse?

When you say ... When | say | wasn't, let's say | don't recall, because |
don't recall. If we're talking specifically about the California trip.

It varied from daily to weeks without communication.

When she did interact with you, what was the form of interaction or
communication?

It varied. Like I was saying. Sometimes she phoned me.
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When it was daily, what was the nature of those communications?
Typically giving me advice on how to do better at my job.

This was campaign strategy?

Sure.

Did any of those conversations ever involve funding issues or financing
issues for the campaign?

Like did she and I ever talk about fundraising?

Let me clarify, not fundraising -- spending or budgeting related to the
campaign and the campaign's funds.

What did we talk about? There were cases in which she would have an
idea and | would say that I did not think it was a good idea based on the
costs associated with it.

These conversations that you had with yourself, Chief of Staff, Mr.
Kochvar - if I'm saying that correctly - with Marlin, can you expand upon
what was discussed during those conversations?

| think that once Marlin decided he wanted to do a California trip. Our
goal became to make it a useful political trip, in that our goal was to
schedule fundraising meetings, fundraisers etc.

When you say that, was the trip intended to be a useful political trip, or
was it intended to be something else and you were making it into a useful
political trip?

Marlin made the decision that he wanted to do a political trip to California.
Are you familiar with the itinerary as it was finalized?
I mean, I've seen it. | did not finalize it, so | don't have it in my head.

To your recollection of the itinerary, what percentage of the time spent in
California would you estimate was spent on campaign-related activities?

| honestly do not remember.
Would you say, half?

Here's why it's hard for me to speculate - we had folks trying to get
meetings up until the last minute and | don't remember whether or not
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